LOGISTICS
AT ITS BEST
NORTH RHINE-WESTPHALIA

www.nrwinvest.com

DID YOU KNOW…
… that the world's largest port, Duisburg Port,
is situated in NRW?
… that more than a quarter of all the logistics centers
in Germany are to be found in NRW?
… that the Fraunhofer Institute for Material Flow and
Logistics in Dortmund is the world's largest research
institute for logistical questions?
… that all the parcels of the integrator UPS which leave
or arrive in Europe go through Cologne Bonn Airport?
… that some of the largest global players operate their
logistics and distribution centers in North Rhine-Westphalia?
These include 3M, Amazon, Zalando and TK Maxx.
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THE NO. 1 LOGISTICS LOCATION
"The world's best-performing logistics location" – this is the title bestowed on
Germany once more by the World Bank in 2016. In doing so, it paid particular
tribute to North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW), Germany's leading logistics and
investment location.

More than 27,800 logistics companies with 314,000 employees generate annual sales of around 70 billion euros in NRW.
Including the logistical tasks performed in trade and industry,
the sector employs over 645,000 people here. The central
location and outstanding infrastructure, the large market volume and the availability of suitable commercial sites attract
international companies and investors who want to establish or expand a location in Europe. NRW offers the requisite
space for this: No other region can boast so many commercial
zones linked to highly efficient transport networks.

 In their search for the best
possible location, foreign companies most frequently opt for
North Rhine-Westphalia. As
one of the largest markets in
Europe, NRW never ceases
to surprise with its unrivaled
diversity.
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Close-knit infrastructure in the heart of Europe
Direct links to the Belgian and Dutch seaports by water,
road and rail, as well as a close-knit infrastructure and six
airports with connections to cities all over the world make
North Rhine-Westphalia the most important
Some 18,000 foreign companies
logistics hub in Europe. NRW plays a key role
control their German or European
for the hinterland traffic of the ZARA seaports
activities from NRW.
as a transit region, but also as a source and
destination region. Germany's most populous state also offers the largest sales and procurement market in Europe.
It is therefore hardly surprising that NRW is Germany's No. 1
investment location.
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AT THE CENTER OF THE MARKET: NRW
Besides its dense infrastructure, what companies values most of all about
North Rhine-Westphalia as a business location is its central position – in
other words, short distances to a large number of consumers.

North Rhine-Westphalia lies in the heart of Europe, bordering
directly on to Belgium and the Netherlands. With 17.7 million
inhabitants it is the most populous of the 16 German federal states and with 518 inhabitants per square kilometer the
state is more densely populated than Japan and the Netherlands. Some 160 million people live within a radius of about
500 kilometers around the state capital Düsseldorf – this is
equivalent to one third of all consumers in the EU. From no
other location can so many people with so much purchasing
power be reached within such short distances in Europe.
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18 of the 50
highest-grossing
German companies
are based in NRW.

Europe's largest sales and sourcing market
The size of the market attracts many companies to North
Rhine-Westphalia. For example, 12 of the 40 highest grossing
German trade companies are based here. In addition, the economic structure is characterized by particularly strong industrial structures. The large trading volume in the business-tobusiness sector ensures that every industry finds the right
logistical infrastructure in NRW, also for specific needs.
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GOING PLACES FAST –
NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY
As a logistics location, North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) scores points with its
exceptional infrastructure. Germany's densest road and rail networks, two
major international airports and the extensive network of waterways ensure
excellent connections both domestically and abroad.

Dense road network
NRW lies at the intersection of major national and European
road traffic axes. Freeways lead everywhere – to the northern
German Hanseatic cities of Hamburg and Bremen as well as
to neighboring European countries and the seaports Rotterdam and Antwerp.
European hub
Six airports connect NRW to all the main German domestic
destinations as well as major cities all over the world. The
international airports Düsseldorf Airport and Cologne Bonn
Airport are among Germany's largest
6 airports, 2 of which have
passenger airports, and Cologne Bonn
international connections,
Airport is the third-largest air cargo cenoffer 400 direct flights worldwide.
ter in Germany. Global players such as
FedEx and UPS operate major distribution centers here: Every UPS parcel
that leaves or arrives in Europe passes
through Cologne Bonn Airport.

 D üsseldorf Airport connects the region to
all of the world's business centers.
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The logistics location North RhineWestphalia offers 120 intland ports
for cargo handling.

Excellent connections – also by water
226 kilometers of the Rhine, one of Europe's busiest waterways, flow through North Rhine-Westphalia. In the world's
largest inland port in Duisburg (duisport) about 69 million
tonnes of cargo are handled annually by ship, train and truck.
Located there is logport, one of the largest logistics centers in Europe. The port locations Neuss,
A network of 2,200 kilometers
of mostly six-lane freeways
Düsseldorf and Cologne are also some of Europe's
connects every place in the
most important transshipment points. The operstate to the European longative business here is run by RheinCargo, a joint
distance road system.
venture between the HGK and the NDH.
Germany's densest rail network
Germany's most important terminal for intermodal transport
is to be found at the Cologne-Eifeltor transshipment depot.
Numerous other intermodal terminals throughout the state
represent important interfaces in the rail network. The Ruhr
Metropolis is linked directly to Europe's largest seaport,
Rotterdam, via the Betuwe
route. The Ruhr Metropolis
New Silk Road on rails:
8 trains a week link NRW
also has a direct rail link to
directly to the Chinese
China.
megacity Chongqing and
numerous Eurasian markets.
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SITES FOR THE
LOGISTICS INDUSTRY
In North Rhine-Westphalia, German and international investors find what is
lacking elsewhere: large sites, free of contamination or utilization restrictions, in
a central location and with excellent transport connections – and at good rates.

In the metropolitan areas of Western Europe, high-value uses
are displaying commerce and industry. The situation is different in NRW, where there are still sufficient sites available at
reasonable prices. Global players such as UPS, DHL or Amazon
have already opted for sites in NRW.

 G ermansite
The online portal as well
as the app offer information
on around 800 commercial
sites. These can be viewed
directly via an interactive map
in the desired environment
and viewed in Google Earth.
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Large sites are also available
205 hectares of industrial and commercial space are available in the PrimeSite Rhine Region for large-scale investments. The state has reserved further sites for large-scale
settlement projects: the newPark in Datteln/Waltrop to the
north of Dortmund and another large site in Geilenkirchen
near Aachen.
Small and medium-sized sites are also to be found in the
Rhine and Ruhr regions, for example in the numerous logistics parks. In addition, the whole spectrum of
The PrimeSite Region is
logistics real estate is available for rent – ranging
larger than the Paris metro
from specialized storage spaces, e.g. for hazardpolitan area and more densely
ous goods, through functional existing real estate
populated than the Netherlands
to high-quality logistics real estate with ceilings
at least ten meters high, resource-efficient temperature control and spacious delivery areas.

LOGISTICS
INFRASTRUCTURE IN NRW
1 : 450.000
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FIT FOR THE FUTURE
WITH INNOVATION TRANSFER
The world-spanning flows of goods are growing constantly. In NRW, research
and industry are working together closely to develop the logistics of the future
in order to cope with this development. This know-how benefits the competitiveness of the logistics companies based here.

In addition to the universities, there are numerous nonuniversity research institutions in NRW supporting the successful transfer of knowledge. They are an essential element
of the strong network platforms in NRW. For example, 180
companies and 20 scientific institutes form the EffizienzCluster LogistikRuhr. Europe's largest logistics cluster has
been working on efficient and resource-conserving tech
nologies since 2010 – with success. For example, new international standards for the measurement and reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions are attributable to the research
conducted here.

More than 100 projects of the
EffizienzCluster LogistikRuhr have
produced valid research results – the
"building blocks for efficient logistics".
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 P rof. Dr. Michael ten Hompel, Managing Director of the Fraunhofer Institute for
Material Flow and Logistics IML, explains the intelligent, autonomously self-controlling warehouse of the future.

Focus on the future topic Industry 4.0
With its guiding principle "Efficiency through autonomization" the research projects in the EffizienzCluster are focu
sed today on the topic Industry 4.0. As Germany's industrial
heartland, NRW plays a key role in the de70 universities, ten clusters of
velopment of these new production and
excellence and five graduate
transport processes. The example of the
schools in NRW form Europe's
Fraunhofer Institute for Material Flow and
densest research landscape.
Logistics (IML) in Dortmund demonstrates
the extent to which networking can change the logistics of
tomorrow. At the IML, which is also the leading actor in the
EffizienzCluster LogistikRuhr, an intelligent, decentrally controlled warehouse has been built that does not require conveyor belts. Autonomous robots organize themselves like a
swarm of ants and control the goods routes decentrally.
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LOGISTICS SOLUTIONS
FOR EVERY INDUSTRY
The strong industrial structures in NRW favor the development of companyoriented, knowledge-based services – also in logistics. Companies interested
in settling here will find the right expert know-how for every logistical task.

Trade logistics
The dense population and the short distances to the consumer are attractive for trade. Whether it is for the operation
of a warehouse for medicinal products or the management of
individual orders in the retail trade – each company will find
the right partner here.
Chemicals
The chemical industry has competent logistics service providers in NRW. Companies such as Chemion and Talke
store and transport chemical products. They are experienced at handling hazardous goods and also control flows
of goods via the important transport carriers rail and ship.
Important locations for the German chemical industrial are
to be found in NRW. These include Dormagen, Cologne,
Leverkusen, Uerdingen and Marl.
Textile and fashion logistics
Fashion manufacturers and dealers will find specialists in
NRW for the transportation of hanging goods, the preparation of parts and the supply of their branch networks as well
as for sourcing logistics. IT specialists such as Setlog and
Logata provide innovative software for the management of
information and goods flows. Contract logistics companies
such as Fiege and Logwin organize the entire textile chain.
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Furniture logistics
The world's largest kitchen manufacturer, Nobilia, is based
in East Westphalia, the center of the German furniture industry. Here, manufacturers and dealers find logistics service
providers such as the Anton Röhr Logistic Group with spe
cial equipment for cabinet and upholstered furniture.
Automotive logistics
Automotive manufacturers and suppliers need logistics
geared precisely to their production. Ford manufactures in
Cologne, and Daimler has a Mercedes-Benz plant in Düsseldorf. Many suppliers are based in the regions Sauerland,
Siegerland and East Westphalia. Logistics service providers
such as Rhenus Logistics assemble sub-components and
install extras.
Mechanical engineering
Mechanical engineering companies find industry-specific
logistics know-how in NRW. It is, after all, one of the most
important industrial sectors in the state. Companies such
as Westfracht, for example, provide specialized transport
for the delivery of entire plants or organize assembly areas
and capacities.
Food and beverage logistics
A great many companies in the food industry are based in
the regions Lower Rhine, Münsterland and East Westphalia.
This is not least because NRW is the most populous federal
state in Germany, with the smooth supply of the trade with
fresh food products playing a special role. Specialists such
as KV Nagel and Dachser possess the know-how and information management required for the storage and transportation of temperature-sensitive goods.

18

LOGISTICS AT ITS BEST

QUALIFIED STAFF FOR THE
LOGISTICS OF TOMORROW
Logistics is in a state of flux – moving away from transport companies to allround service providers. However, the newly emerging opportunities for added
value require correspondingly qualified staff. Companies will find these em
ployees among the 4,400 students in 28 different courses of study geared to
logistics at NRW's universities.

Whether at the renowned RWTH Aachen University, the
Technical University Dortmund or the Neuss University of
Applied Sciences: numerous universities offer
courses that provide comprehensive training
A total of 745,000 students
in NRW form a huge pool of
for specialists in all areas of logistics. Students
qualified young people.
will find departments relating to logistics at the
universities of Duisburg-Essen and Wuppertal and at the universities of applied sciences in Aachen
and Dortmund. At the University of Applied Sciences East
Westphalia Lippe, the Technical University of Cologne and
the Münster University of Applied Sciences students can
take a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree in logistics. Students
acquire qualifications in retail and logistics management at
the European University of Applied Sciences Rhine-Erft and
the University of Applied Sciences Ruhr West.
The study courses at the University of Applied Sciences
Bielefeld and the Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences deal with the subjects of transport, mobility and infrastructure. At the Westphalian University of Applied Sciences
in Gelsenkirchen or the SRH University of Applied Sciences
for Logistics and Economics Hamm, students can acquire
expertise in industrial engineering with a focus on logistics.
The South Westphalia University of Applied Sciences offers
qualifications in the areas production management and logistics. Employed people can take a Master's degree in Logistics
at the FOM University of Applied Sciences in Duisburg.
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STRENGTHENING COMPTETITIVENESS
THROUGH COOPERATION
NRW focuses in particular on collaboration between
companies, research institutes and the public sector.

LogistikCluster NRW and regional networks provide specific platforms for many industry-related topics. Newly settled
logistics companies will find competent partners for numerous topics here. In the cluster association LOG-IT Club e.V.
many of the actors are already looking jointly for cooper
ation possibilities and new ideas. Their shared goal is to
increase the competitiveness of the industry in
27,800 logistics companies
North Rhine-Westphalia.
with 314,000 employees
generate sales of 70 billion
euros.
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#NRWorldWide
REPRESENTED WORLDWIDE: NRW.INVEST
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www.nrwinvestchina.cn
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